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§ 551.16 Marriage ceremony in the in-
stitution. 

(a) The Warden may approve the use 
of institution facilities for an inmate’s 
marriage ceremony. If a marriage cere-
mony poses a threat to the security or 
good order of the institution, the War-
den may disapprove a marriage cere-
mony in the institution. The Warden 
may not delegate the authority to ap-
prove or to disapprove a marriage cere-
mony in the institution below the level 
of Acting Warden. 

(b) Expenses for a marriage ceremony 
in the institution shall be paid by the 
inmate, the inmate’s intended spouse, 
the inmate’s family, or other appro-
priate source approved by the Warden. 
The Warden may not permit appro-
priated funds to be used for the mar-
riage ceremony, except for those inher-
ent in providing the place and super-
vision for the event. Upon request of 
the inmate, Bureau of Prisons or com-
munity clergy, or a justice of the peace 
may be authorized to assist in a mar-
riage ceremony at the institution. 

(1) The marriage ceremony may be 
performed by Bureau of Prisons or 
community clergy, or by a justice of 
the peace. 

(2) Because of ecclesiastical con-
straints, Bureau of Prisons chaplains 
may decline to perform the marriage 
ceremony. Upon request of the inmate, 
a Bureau chaplain will assist that in-
mate in preparing for an approved mar-
riage; for example, by providing, or ar-
ranging for an inmate to receive, pre- 
nuptial marriage counseling. 

(c) The Warden shall require that a 
marriage ceremony at the institution 
be a private ceremony conducted with-
out media publicity. 

Subpart C—Birth Control, Preg-
nancy, Child Placement, and 
Abortion 

§ 551.20 Purpose and scope. 

The Bureau of Prisons provides an in-
mate with medical and social services 
related to birth control, pregnancy, 
child placement, and abortion. The 
Warden shall ensure compliance with 
the applicable law regarding these 
matters. 

§ 551.21 Birth control. 
Medical staff shall provide an inmate 

with advice and consultation about 
methods for birth control and, where 
medically appropriate, prescribe and 
provide methods for birth control. 

§ 551.22 Pregnancy. 
(a) The Warden shall ensure that 

each pregnant inmate is provided med-
ical, case management, and counseling 
services. 

(b) In order to ensure proper medical 
and social services, the inmate shall 
inform the institution medical staff as 
soon as she suspects she is pregnant. 

(c) Medical staff shall arrange for the 
childbirth to take place at a hospital 
outside the institution. 

[44 FR 38252, June 29, 1979, as amended at 59 
FR 62968, Dec. 6, 1994] 

§ 551.23 Abortion. 
(a) The inmate has the responsibility 

to decide either to have an abortion or 
to bear the child. 

(b) The Warden shall offer to provide 
each pregnant inmate with medical, re-
ligious, and social counseling to aid her 
in making the decision whether to 
carry the pregnancy to full term or to 
have an elective abortion. If an inmate 
chooses to have an abortion, she shall 
sign a statement to that effect. The in-
mate shall sign a written statement ac-
knowledging that she has been pro-
vided the opportunity for the coun-
seling and information called for in 
this policy. 

(c) Upon receipt of the inmate’s writ-
ten statements required by paragraph 
(b) of this section, ordinarily submitted 
through the unit manager, the Clinical 
Director shall arrange for an abortion 
to take place. 

[51 FR 47178, Dec. 30, 1986, as amended at 59 
FR 62968, Dec. 6, 1994] 

§ 551.24 Child placement. 
(a) The Warden may not permit the 

inmate’s new born child to return to 
the institution except in accordance 
with the Bureau of Prisons policy gov-
erning visiting. 

(b) Child placement is the inmate’s 
responsibility. The Warden shall pro-
vide opportunities for counseling by in-
stitution staff and community social 
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